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taxes had by that time grown to a formidable length. Kyme
must have been one of the earliest cities to raise such taxes ;
and since the perpetrators of the gibe must have had some-
thing to go on—something to show that the tax dates from
the eighth century and not from the earliest foundation of
the city—it seems likely that there was an inscription to be
seen relating to the matter, and roughly datable, for instance
by the name of the reigning king. Such an inscription near
the harbour would be useful to show strangers that the newly
instituted tax-gatherers had authority for their exactions.
Hesiod's father must have been trading as a merchant
skipper from Kyme not long before this date.
One is reminded of the fact that Kyme is said to have
planted the earliest of all Greek colonies in a foreign land—•
i.e. outside the area held by Greeks throughout the dark
age—when she colonized Side in Pamphylia l; also of the
alleged extremely early date of the Italian Kyme, Cumse,2
founded in partnership with or afterwards refounded by
Chalkis in Euboia (opposite the land where Hesiod's father
ultimately settled down). The date actually given by
Eusebios, 1050 b.c., is clearly that of Kyme in Asia—a simple
mistake—but that Cumae, or at least Greek trade with the
region, was very early, is confirmed by the discovery of Greek
vases of pure Geometric style, not much later than 800 b.c.
at the latest, on that site, in what seem to be the graves of
Italian natives, of the time just before Greeks occupied
the place.3
This, then, is the background of the tradition quoted
from the Constitution of Kyme of Herakleides of Pontos,4
that King Midas of Phrygia married the daughter of the
Kymaian King Agamemnon ; and if we are to seek an origin
1	Arrian, Anab. Alex,, i, 26 ; cf. Str. xiv, 607.
2	There is no reason whatever for the modern view that the co-founder
of Cumse was the little port of Kyme in Euboia ; it is based on no ancient
authority but merely on the ignoring of the other evidence for the early
maritime activity of Kyme in Aiolis.
3	Mon, Ant,, xxii, H. xviii, nos. 7 and 0;  cf, Blakeway in J.R,S. xxv,
p. 129,
4	Frag. 11, in F.H.G. ii;   cf, Julius Pollux, ix, 88;   both important
passages.

